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Sun Bears Adopt-A-Pet At WUNS, we believe 
that children learn most 

effectively through 
play experiences that 
are designed to build 

communication, 
socialization, fine and 
gross motor, creative 

and collaborative 
skills.  Our curriculum 

is aligned with best 
practices standardized 

by the National 
Association for the 

Education of the Young 
Child (NAEYC). 

Dates of Interest 

School Photos 
Watch for an email 
for specific details 

10/6 

NO SCHOOL 
Professional 
Development Day 
for Teachers/Staff 
 

10/7 

Open House 
11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Come visit your 
child’s classroom  

10/15 

Halloween 
Celebration 
Watch for an email 
for specific details 

10/31 

Our theme for the week of September 19 – 23 was “stuffed animals.”  Each 
Sun Bear adopted a stuffed animal for five days—naming it, making a 
beaded leash and house for it, and dictating a story with it as the main 
character.  The classroom became a playful environment for Snakey-
Snake, Hooshee, Cuckoo, Hoppy, Pikachu, and Sheep Sheep, to name a 
few.  During circle, we played a memory game with the animals and 
practiced the “Hokey Pokey” (which became the Puppy Pokey or the 
Jellyfish Pokey).  We also read a couple of stories and their sequels, with 
stuffed animals as central characters (Corduroy, A Pocket for Corduroy, 
Knufflebunny, Knufflebunny Free).  

This theme provided children learning opportunities, experiences 
and projects that extended over the course of several days and 
incorporated time for play, creative expression, large-group, small-
group and child-initiated activity. 
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Clockwise from top:  Wes and Scralphy, Ben and Snakey-Snake, Summer and 
Cuckoo, January and Hooshee 



 

 2 SCHOOL YEAR 2016 – 2017 
 

SUN BEAR NEWS WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY NURSERY SCHOOL 
  

Community Helpers:  Week of September 26 - 30 
We want our class to learn about the special roles that several members of our 

community have and how people can positively impact their environment, so this 
week’s theme was just the ticket.  Sun Bears gained a better understanding of mail 
carriers, construction workers, recyclers, medical personnel including doctors and 
dentists, and police officers.  (We will also talk about firefighters when the Clayton Fire 
Department visits in a couple of weeks.)  Each day was filled with hands-on 
opportunities to “become” one of these occupations.  Four- and five-year-olds love 
trying on these roles, and this week provided them with materials to build, write, 
collaborate and pretend.  

During a special field trip on Friday, Sun Bears walked to the campus post office, 
bought stamps, and mailed a special “surprise.” (Watch for its arrival either Saturday 
or next Monday.)  Books we’ve enjoyed this week include The Jolly Postman Or Other 
People’s Letters, I Stink, Officer Buckle and Gloria, and Curious George Goes to the 
Dentist.  

We are getting to know each of the Sun 
Bears a little more every day, and we 
are excited to watch their energy, 
enthusiasm and curiosity.     

Until next time,  

Miss Colleen & Miss Katie   

 

Sun Bears created this 
sculpture from recyclable 

materials. 


