
___________________________________________inventor of the 
Chocolate Chip Cookie! 

In 1930, Wakefield was mixing a batch of cookies for her roadside inn guests 
when she discovered that she was out of baker's chocolate. She substituted 
broken pieces of Nestle's semi-sweet chocolate, expecting it to melt and absorb 
into the dough to create chocolate cookies. That didn't happen, but the surprising 
result helped to make Ruth Wakefield one of the 20th century's most famous 
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Big Bear Inventors 
and a few others…



women inventors. When she removed the pan from the oven, Wakefield realized that she had accidentally 
invented "chocolate chip cookies." 
At the time, she called her creations "Toll House Crunch Cookies." They became extremely popular locally, 
and the recipe was soon published in a Boston newspaper. As the popularity of the Toll House Crunch Cookie 
increased, the sales of Nestle's semi-sweet chocolate bars also spiked. Andrew Nestle and Ruth Wakefield 
decided to come up with an agreement. Nestle would print the Toll House Cookie recipe on its package, and 
Wakefield would be given a lifetime supply of Nestle chocolate. Due to this unexpected discovery by a 
famous woman inventor, the chocolate chip cookie became the most popular variety of cookie in America, a 
distinction it still holds to this day. 

Classroom 
Inventors 
Each day in the Big Bear 
Classroom (and classrooms 
all around the world) young 
minds INVENT!
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DRAWING FOR YOUNG MINDS… 
• Expressing their feelings and emotions in a safe way. They learn to control their 

emotions and recognize that they can express and handle negative as well as 
joyous feelings through positive action.

• Practicing and gaining fine muscle control and strengthening eye-hand motor 
coordination. By holding paintbrushes and learning how to control paint, 
crayons, scissors, and other art tools, children gain the skills necessary for later 
writing activities as well as a feeling of control over themselves and their world.

• Developing perceptual abilities. Awareness of 
colors, shapes, forms, lines, and textures result 
as children observe these and try to replicate 
them through art.

• Being given the opportunity to make choices and 
solve problems. How do you get the legs to stick 
on a clay figure? What color should I use? 
Making art offers children a multitude of choices 
and many decisions to make.

source:  http://www.education.com/reference/article/value-art-preschool-children/ 


